
Hard Times Dance Project 

Like any Lions club, indeed like any service club, monies are always tight and new ways of 
generating funds are always sought. The new fund raising ideas can be as varied as the 
wonderful landscapes that we have across our great country. When implemented, some ideas 
soar to great heights like the tops of our Rocky Mountains. Others, while still beautiful, lay as 
barren as the northern ice fields on a dark and sunless December day. 

In 1992 a new fund raising idea was brought to our club for perusal, discussion and either 
acceptance or rejection. The idea was simple; provide a very inexpensive night out for our 
village folk in the form of an adult dance. The target month was January when times are tough, 
X-mas bill paying woes are high and cabin fever is ripe. 

The proposed format was as follows. Charge an admission fee of $3.50 per person, provide a 
live band for the dance, provide a meal of beans and wieners with buns at a mid dance break, 
and give out hard times costume prizes. The idea was to make the money from the bar and the 
ticket sales paid for the hall, food and band. 

This proposal was presented to the club and sure caused a lot of discussion. Some thought that 
“ We would lose our D_____ shirts!! “  Some wanted to see the price raised, etc. etc. However, 
like all good clubs, ours chose to take a chance “on this insane idea” and we proceeded. 

We held the first dance on the 3rd Saturday of January 1993. That night we turned away people 
at the door because we had sold our 450 allocated tickets. We were running out of booze by 
9:30 pm so arranged to borrow what we needed from our cooperative Legion branch.  We 
made a little over $2,000.00 on that night and we all had a real good time.  

For the past 19 years we have held this dance, same format, except we had to raise the cost to 
$5.00 in 2011 and hopefully this cost will remain stable for the next 18 years. The dance is an 
annual sell out with many repeat customers. It continues to be a success, but more importantly, 
it is a much anticipated event in our town and a proven community service. This makes us Feel 
Real Good and we are happy to share this story with you. 

Sincerely 

Sooke Lions club 


